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We welcomed 14 new volunteers onto our 

training course in January.  The 40 hour 

course will run over 10 weeks with a varied 

programme looking at issues such as 

maternal mental health, listening skills and 

domestic abuse.  Our Co-ordinators deliver 

the training as well as inviting guest 

speakers from local agencies to explain 

the role of their services.  

 

The course will run until Wednesday 28
th

 

March when the trained volunteers will be 

matched with families. 

 

 

 

 

In December we held two Christmas lunches for Volunteers, Staff and Trustees, one in the 

South Cotswolds and one in the North Cotswolds. As well as being a lovely festive event, 

this is a great opportunity for us to show our thanks to everyone for the many hours of 

time they have given Home-Start Cotswolds during 2017. 

Welcome to New Volunteers 

Christmas Lunches  



 

 

 

Lots of our families came and had a crafty time with us at the Family Café Event in the 

October half term in Cirencester.  We decorated jars with autumnal leaves to make 

beautiful tea light holders; made hedgehog pictures and decorated our hands (see photo).   

Children also enjoyed playing with the toys and table top games while families spent time 

with each other and their volunteers….. And of course everyone enjoyed the selection of 

homemade cakes!  
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A brilliant £156 was raised at our first Book Swap event held at The Marlborough Arms, 

Cirencester in November.  In a relaxed pub atmosphere everyone enjoyed refreshing their 

supply of books and were also able to find out about the work of Home-Start and enter a 

raffle. Thank you to The Marlborough Arms who 

generously  hosted the event, provided nibbles and 

donated a raffle prize and to our Trustee Rebecca 

Somers for organising this popular event. 

 

Following this event Rebecca’s employers, Innogy 

Renewables UK Ltd, generously donated £500 to Home

-Start through their Volunteer Award Scheme which 

recognises the efforts of their staff who volunteer in 

their own time.  This donation will be used to support 

a family in the Cotswolds for 6 months.   

 

We would like to thank Innogy for their generous 

support. 

Book Swap Event & Innogy Volunteer Award Scheme 

Family Café Event 



 

 

9 of our volunteers have received flowers 

for being with us for over 5 years!  Our 

volunteers commit to spending 3 hours a 

week visiting families, as well as time spent 

attending supervision and training.  We are 

so grateful to them for everything they do. 
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Remember the snow  in 

December? Sadly we had to 

cancel our Christmas Party for 

Home-Start families who live 

in the North Cotswolds. The 

party is now being re-

arranged for Thursday 8
th

 

March, with an Easter theme.  

Easter Party   Flowers 

 

 

 

The Reconnect Group have been meeting 

once a month to continue supporting each 

other and be creative.  During the 

November to 

F e b r u a r y 

sessions they 

have  been 

j e w e l l e r y -

making, made 

cards, knitted 

b o n d i n g 

squares and 

baked bread. 

Reconnect Group Reunions 

 

 

 

We are very grateful to the South Cerney 

Golf Club Seniors who raised £750 for us 

during 2017. In January Dave Mitchell, the 

Seniors Captain presented the cheque to 

Chris Hall, Chair of Home-Start.  

South Cerney Golf Club  

 

Our thanks go to Andrew Tabor, High 

Sheriff for Gloucestershire 2017-2018, who 

came to the office in January to find out 

about our work supporting families with 

young children. 

High Sheriff 
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Diary Dates 

Wed 20 June 

Home-Start AGM 

at Ciren Baptist Church 

Wed 2nd May (TBC) 

Hike for Home-Start 2018,  

at Miserden Park. 

1316 

Number Crunching  
(Figures for April 2017 to end Dec 2017) 

47 Families  

supported  

Children 

helped 

Hours of home visiting 

by volunteers 

Wed 3rd April (TBC) 

Family Café Event for Home-Start 

families, at Ciren Baptist Church 

 

We would like to thank The Henry Smith Charity for part funding our Co-ordinator in the 

North Cotswolds for 2018-19, The Jack Lane Trust for funding transport for families to 

attend a support group,  The Coln St Aldwyns Children’s Group for funding family outings  

and The Notgrove Trust for funding our Volunteer Training Course.  Our continued thanks 

to Bridget Plant, Sir Edward Horsfall, The Three Village Show, The John Armitage Trust, 

The Peter Lang Charitable Trust and The Sobell Foundation for their financial support. 

Funding 

107 

 

 

 

We love keeping you updated on all our 

news and events! If you received this 

newsletter by post or by email, and would 

like to continue doing so, please read the 

attached information about changes to the 

way we contact our supporters.  

 

From May 2018 we will need your 

permission to continue contacting you.  

Please let us know if we have your 

permission.  If you do nothing you will no 

longer receive newsletters from Home-Start 

Cotswolds.  

GDPR, newsletters and you. 

Thurs 8
th

 March 

Easter themed Party for Home-Start 

families in the North Cotswolds 

Every year our volunteers have to attend 

Safeguarding Update Training to ensure 

they give priority to the wellbeing and 

safety of children as they work with 

families.  Pictured above is one of the 3 

sessions  we held in November 2017. 

Safeguarding Training 


