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On 2nd June, everyone associated with Home-

Start Cotswolds was delighted to hear that we 

have received The Queen's Award for Voluntary 

Service 2018, in recognition of our volunteer 

work with families in challenging circumstances. 

 

Hilary Morris, a founder trustee, and Fiona Beck, 

a volunteer for the last 10 years, were thrilled to 

represent Home-Start Cotswolds in May at a 

Buckingham Palace Garden Party.   

 

The award will be officially presented to our Charity by Dame Janet 

Trotter, Lord Lieutenant of Gloucestershire, in September when 

she will meet volunteers, staff and trustees. 

 

 

 

 

In May 2018 we teamed up with Miserden Estate to hold our popular annual fundraising 

Hike. Despite pouring rain, 80 walkers turned up and were eventually rewarded by 

sunshine as they enjoyed the bluebell woods and stunning  views. Many stayed for lunch 

at The Garden Café and left with armfuls of plants from the nursery. The Hike raised 

£1,700 which will go towards our support to families with young children. Many thanks to 

the Wills family, Strutt and Parker, and Relish Catering for their support and to everyone 

who made the day such a success. 

Prestigious Award for Home-Start Cotswolds 

A new venue for Home-Start Hike 



 

 

 

On 22nd March, Home-Start Cotswolds hosted a successful networking evening for 

business representatives and supporters at popular Cirencester bistro Made By Bob. Over 

forty guests attended the event to hear about the charity’s work. Christine Hall, Chair of 

Home-Start Cotswolds said: “As a voluntary organisation which offers support, friendship 

and practical help to parents with young children during times of crisis, we rely on the 

support of local businesses, as well as our amazing volunteers. This event was a fantastic 

opportunity to remind people about what we do and we were delighted with the response 

from local businesses and individuals.”  
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In March and April we held two Easter themed events – one in the North Cotswolds and 

one in the South Cotswolds. Families, volunteers, trustees and staff enjoyed Easter crafts, 

chocolate egg hunts, drinks, cakes, toys and activities. Our thanks to the BT Team in 

Swindon who donated gifts which we gave to the Mums we support. 

Easter Party & Easter Café Event 

Business Networking Event 

Photos by Lucie Hamilton Photography.  
Above: Guests hear about the work of Home-Start Cotswolds. Top Right (L 
to R): Steve Kaufmann (Trustee), Bob Parkinson (Made by Bob), Christine 
Hall (Chair). Bottom Right (L to R): Stephen Thomas (innogy), Debbie 
Reeve-Cook (Fish Brothers), Trevor Buggins (Corin Group). 



 

 

We are delighted to welcome new member 

of staff Danella (Dee) Weir, who joins us in 

the role of Office Co-ordinator. Dee will 

work in the office each morning, Monday to 

Friday. Dee has a background in marketing 

and was more recently working as a school 

administrator in Randwick. She also has 

experience of being a Home-Start volunteer 

in Stroud. 

 

Dee says: “What attracted me to Home-Start 

was the fact that you understand and 

support the hardest role there is; being a 

parent! I am delighted to join the staff 

team in Cirencester and help with the 

incredibly valuable work that they do”. 
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Family Fun Day  Welcome to Dee 

 

 

 

In April, the 2017–8 Reconnect Group met 

for their final session organised by Home-

Start. They followed their meeting with a 

lovely lunch and will be keeping in touch 

for peer support in the future. 

 

The new 2018–9 Reconnect Group started 

in May. The group will meet weekly for 

eight weeks and then monthly for a further 

eight months. Alongside sharing and 

support, the mums will have a chance to 

take part in creative activities and 

wellbeing sessions, while their little ones 

are looked after in the creche. 

 

On Thursday 14th June, five of our staff 

and trustees went to the Home-Start South-

West Cluster Day, held in Bristol. They 

attended workshops covering a wide 

variety of topics and had a chance to share 

experiences with staff members and 

trustees from other schemes.  

 

One of our trustees said: “A Cluster Day is 

always interesting, both in information 

gathering and networking. This one was 

attended by 14 schemes, including 

Cotswolds”. 

Bristol Cluster Day 

Staff and Trustees in the garden at the Home-Start  
South-West Cluster Day in Bristol 

Reconnect Group 

For Home-Start  

families  

and volunteers 
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Diary Dates 

Fri 19th October 

Home-Start UK conduct Quality 

Assurance Review 

Mon 10th September   

Presentation of QAVS by Lord- 

Lieutenant of Gloucestershire. 

258 

Number Crunching  
(Figures for April 2018 to June 2018) 

35 Families  

supported  

Children 

helped 

Hours of home visiting 

by volunteers 

Wed 8th August 

Summer party for Home-Start families 

and their volunteers. 

 

Our thanks go to all the trusts, organisations and individuals who have 

funded us this year. In particular we would like to thank the John 

Armitage Charitable Trust, The Peter Lang Children’s Trust, The Sobell 

Foundation, Innogy Renewables UK, SML Paints & Coatings and 

money.co.uk. 

Funding 

76 

 

 

 

Every four years, each Home-Start scheme 

undergoes a Quality Assurance Review 

conducted by Home-Start UK. This QA 

system is designed to assess the quality, 

ongoing development and continuous 

improvement of the service we deliver. 

 

Home-Start Cotswolds is being reviewed in 

October this year and we are working hard 

in preparation for the visit! 

Quality Assurance 

Fri 20th July 

QAVS Celebration Drinks Party for 

Volunteers. Nr Northleach. 

This year’s AGM took place on Wednesday 

20th June, in Cirencester. As well as the 

normal business, the meeting included a 

talk from Diane Mautterer of The Peter 

Lang Children’s Trust on why they fund 

Home-Start and a talk from Sarah 

Smithson, Health Visitor on the benefits of 

referring families to Home-Start. The 

meeting was followed by lunch and an 

opportunity to network with other 

organisations. 

AGM 


