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Family Fun Day! 

There was lots to see, do and make at our  

Family Fun Day in Northleach in August.  

Thank you to Wayne Wonder Children’s  

Entertainer (kindly funded by Coln St Aldwyns 

Children’s Group), Castles in the Sky bouncy 

castles, Becky at Cotswoldcre8, Katy for doing 

nails and Mosaics by Sadie for all your help in 

entertaining and treating everyone. 

 

In addition, everyone really appreciated the 

drinks, cakes and healthy snacks (see left), 

which Tesco Extra kindly helped to fund, the 

outdoor games, Play-doh table, bric-a-brac 

stall and hot-dog lunch!  
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In our last issue we announced that we 

were being awarded with a Queen’s Award 

for Voluntary Service. In July, we held a 

party at Eastington Manor (left) to thank our 

volunteers, thanks to the generosity of 

owners Max and Jenny. Despite the rain, a 

wonderful evening was had by all.  

 

Then in September, we were thrilled to be 

visited by Dame Janet Trotter, the Lord 

Lieutenant of Gloucestershire, who 

presented two of our long-standing 

volunteers, Janet Smith and Bridget Plant, 

with the award itself.  

 

Our dedicated volunteers are the reason that we 

were given this award and our heartfelt thanks go  

to all of you. The event was covered in the October 

issue of Cotswold Life magazine and the Wiltshire 

and Gloucestershire Standard, so hopefully the 

publicity this generates will help us recruit even 

more volunteers who would like to support 

families that are going through a difficult time.   

 

Dame Janet (pictured far right with Chair of 

Trustees Chris Hall), told the assembled guests 

that the judging panel had been impressed by the 

high level of satisfaction expressed by our 

volunteers. She also revealed that this year, the 

panel had received the highest ever number of 

applications from organisations in Gloucestershire, 

making it an even bigger achievement for us!  
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Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service 

Right: Dame Janet 

Trotter presents the 

award to volunteers 

Janet Smith (on the 

left) and Bridget 

Plant (centre).  



 

  

Congratulations to 

Kieri Dainty (left, with 

her daughter Gwen) 

who completed the 

Royal Parks Half 

Marathon earlier this 

month, in aid of Home

-Start Cotswolds and 

Bliss. Despite having 

just been diagnosed 

with breast cancer, 

Kieri completed the 

course without stopping, accompanied by her 

best friend Laura, who flew over from Canada 

to run with her.  

 

Gwen was born 

prematurely and has 

battled many 

illnesses and medical 

conditions as a result. 

This has obviously 

had a huge impact on 

the family, which is 

why Kieri decided to 

raise money for the 

charities who have 

helped them. She has 

beaten her fundraising target and two days 

after the race, she underwent surgery for her 

breast cancer. Thank you so much Kieri and 

we all wish you a speedy recovery. 
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We are excited to announce that we have 

been chosen as one of the Royal 

Agricultural University’s RAG Week 

charities for 2019! RAG (Raising and Giving) 

Week will take place during w/c 4 February 

2019 and the students and staff will be 

doing all kinds of fundraising activities, 

some of which we will be able to get 

involved with. Watch this space, our social 

media and the website for more information 

in the New Year. 

 

Thank you to 

everyone who 

put their blue 

disks into our 

section of the 

‘Bags of Help’ 

collection 

stand at Tesco 

Extra in Cirencester recently. As a result we 

received £2,000! Look out for a Home-Start 

Cotswolds stand in the entrance of the 

supermarket during December, as we raise 

awareness and talk to potential volunteers.   

Funding news  Well done Kieri! 

 

 

Every four years, each Home-

Start scheme undergoes a 

Quality Assurance Review 

conducted by Home-Start UK. 

This QA system is designed to 

assess the quality, ongoing 

development and continuous improvement of 

the service we deliver. In October, we were 

visited by Lesley Barron, Head of Quality and 

Practice for our review and we are delighted to 

say that we achieved 100 per cent. Lesley said 

that we are ‘clearly very organised with good 

communication and reporting lines.’ A big 

thank you to all our staff and volunteers for 

your hard work—and well done! 

Ongoing training for our volunteers is an 

important part of the support that we 

provide. We recently held a training session 

for our volunteers in Northleach about the 

impact of substance misuse and how to 

support someone dealing with this issue. 

Daisy Mupfumira, a Specialist Mental Health 

Practitioner, led the session and shared her 

valuable expertise. The feedback from 

attendees was overwhelmingly positive so 

thank you very much Daisy for your time. 

Volunteer training 

Top Marks for Quality Assurance! 
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Diary Dates 

5th December 

Christmas Lunch for volunteers 

(South Cotswolds) 

Tue 4th December 

Christmas Lunch for volunteers 

(North Cotswolds) 

356 

Number Crunching  
(Figures for July 2018 to Sept 2018) 

30 Families  

supported  

Children 

helped 

Hours of home visiting 

by volunteers  

Wed 14th November 

Coffee morning for potential 

volunteers at Cirencester Baptist 

Church from 10.30am 

Thank you to all the trusts, organisations and individuals who 

have funded us this past quarter. These include: The John 

Armitage Charitable Trust, The Peter Lang Children’s Trust, The 

Henry Smith Charity, The Sobell Foundation, Innogy Renewables 

UK, SML Paints & Coatings, Tesco, Bourton on the Water Parish 

Council, Coln St Aldwyns Children’s Group, St James’ Place, 

Helena Mitchell and Bridget Plant. Thank you all for helping 

families give their children the best possible start in life.  

Funding 

65 

 

 

We have been part of 

Give As You Live  

(a platform where 

people can raise 

money each time 

they shop online) for 

some time now and 

in September they 

contacted us to say that we were going to be 

their ‘chosen charity’ for that month. This 

meant that we would receive the funds 

raised by anyone visiting the site who did 

not have a charity to support, or who wanted 

to remain anonymous. We have just heard 

that this raised us £271.24, on top of our 

other donations which is great news.  

 

If you haven’t already joined, it’s free to sign 

up at www.giveasyoulive.com and really 

easy to raise money. Why not join now, or 

when you do your Christmas shopping? 

 Give As You Live 

Thur 8th November 

Reconnect group meeting at the 

George Moore Community Centre, 

Bourton on the Water 

Do you know anyone with parenting 

experience who could spare 2-3 hours a 

week as a Home-Start volunteer?  

 

We are currently recruiting for our next 

Preparation Course, which will be held in 

January 2019. Anyone who is interested can 

come along to Cirencester Baptist Church for 

coffee and a chat on Wed 14th November 

from 10.30am. Some of our current 

volunteers will be there to talk about what it 

all involves and how rewarding it is to help 

families in need. 

Volunteer Recruitment 


