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The long summer holiday can be daunting if your children are usually at 
nursery or school. And it can be expensive trying to keep them occupied 
with days out. So we have been looking into what free or low cost 
activities are available.  

This summer sees the return of ‘Love Parks’, which aims to get everyone 
outdoors. Free events will be taking place across Cirencester’s much 
loved parks and green spaces from Friday 26 July to Sunday 4 August. 
This year’s programme has something for everyone including pond 
dipping, craft and sculpture activities, nature walks and workshops, Wild 
in the Woods, Teddy Bears’ picnic and the popular dog show. 

Full information is  at www.cirencester.gov.uk or call into the Local 
Information Centre at Bingham House.   

The website www.soglos.com features ‘50 free things to do in the 
summer holidays in Gloucestershire ’, which has lots of good ideas.  

One of our volunteers recently told us about two places with free play 
areas for children. The Batsford Arboretum Garden Centre has a play 
area with a big sand pit for children under eight, adjacent to their café 
terrace, and there is no entry 
charge for that part of the 
arboretum.  

And the Serenity Bean Café 
in Moreton has an upstairs 
room that is full of toys. A 
review on Trip Advisor says: 

‘This cafe is wonderful. It has a room upstairs full of toys, a ball pit, a 
toy kitchen, train set, books etc. Its beautifully decorated with new 
carpets and lovely rugs. It's a fantastic place to catch up with other 
mums/ dads and enjoy a coffee while the little ones play. Both my four-
year-old and my 18-month-old absolutely love this place and my four-
year-old keeps asking to go back.’  

Hopefully this has given you some ideas for things to do that also get 
you out of the house. If you have a Home-Start volunteer, why not ask 
them for some suggestions of low cost activities you can do at home? 
And see below for details of our summer party! 

Keeping the children busy in the summer holidays 

 

On Thursday 8th August, we are holding our Summer Family 
Fun Day at The Westwoods Centre, Bassett Road, Northleach 

GL54 3QJ and it’s free! Come along from 10.30am to 2pm 
and there’ll be a bouncy castle, craft activities, a 20p table 

and outdoor games.  

We’ll be providing a hot-dog lunch (vegetarian options will 
be available) as well as drinks, cake and healthy snacks. If 

the weather lets us down, we can move inside and there will 
also be soft play and a Playdoh table. To book your place, 
please call the office on 01285 885 391 or text us on 07583 

638396. We’re looking forward to seeing you there! 

Family Fun Day! 

http://www.cirencester.gov.uk
https://www.soglos.com/children-family/37236/50-free-things-to-do-in-the-summer-holidays-in-Gloucestershire
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South West Cluster Day 

 In June, four of our voluntary trustees and 
our Office Coordinator, Dee, attended the 

annual conference for Home-Start schemes in 
the South West of England. As well as useful 

workshops where we could share best 
practice, there was the chance to network 
and exchange ideas about everything from 

volunteer recruitment to use of social media. 
Thank you to Home-Start Bristol for 

organising such a valuable day! 

 
Saintbury Trust grant 

We were thrilled to hear recently that the 
Saintbury Trust has awarded us a £2,000 grant 

to help fund our volunteer training course in 
January 2020. A huge thank you to them—and 

if you know anyone who is interested in 
becoming a Home-Start volunteer, please ask 

them to get in touch.  
The course is run once a week over a ten week 

period and covers a wide range of topics, to 
help prepare potential volunteers for the 

issues they might enounter whilst working 
with families who  are going through 

challenging times. 

Women’s clothing shop Mistral held a ‘Get Ready for Summer’ 
event at their branch on Market Place, Cirencester in June  

and kindly donated the proceeds of their raffle to   
Home-Start Cotswolds!  

Thank you to the staff (pictured below) and their  
customers. You are helping us be there for parents when they  

need us the most, because a child’s earliest years have the  
biggest impact on their development. 

Volunteer peer support 

We recently held a ‘peer support’ session for 
our volunteers featuring interviews with two 
volunteers; one who has only recently started 
working with us and another who has been 
with us for many years. The session, pictured 

below, allowed everyone to share experiences and gain new 
insights/ideas. Here is some feedback from attendees:  

‘I always find the get togethers very useful for chatting through 
different approaches to issues that arise.’ 

‘The group work was very positive and it was such a supportive 
atmosphere. Picked up some good tips.’ 

‘We exchanged some ideas for places to go with your families, 
depending on where they live, a few ideas about how best to 
support families when you are only there once a week.’ 

‘The more we meet the more ideas we could come up with, 
things to do for free for families, different suggestions for 
playing with children etc.’ 

Annual General Meeting 

Last month, we were delighted to welcome a 
variety of guests to our Annual General 

Meeting, including the Mayor of Cirencester, 
Councillor Patrick Coleman. We thanked 
outgoing Chair Christine Hall for her hard 

work (luckily she  will remain on the 
management committee) and welcomed new 

Chair Steve Kauffman, pictured below left 
with Christine Hall, Mayor Patrick Coleman 

and Senior  Coordinator Katharine Campbell. 

Thank you Mistral! 


